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The Hong Kong Arts Festival introduces the New Stage Series in 2011. It aims to provide
a multi-disciplinary platform for emerging and experienced artists to meet new challenges
and create new and innovative work.
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Composers Ruth Chan, Suki Mok

0000 Pre-recorded Musicians
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Keyboard/Violin/Various Ruth Chan
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Various Suki Mok
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Tibetan Singer Soname Yangchen
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Vocals Orlanda Bryars
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Trumpet Jamie Crook
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Tenor Saxphone/Clarinet Will Gibson
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Trombone Lawrence Tatnall
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Vocals Alice Wong, Colette Lam
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Ruan/Liugian Sébastien Lai
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Guitar Mike Yuen
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Percussion Chau Chin-tung
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Cello Justin Siu
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Calita Leong Rainford (as Anna May Wong),
Alice Lee (I am Anna May Wong singer) ,
David Tse Ka-Shing, Kaneda Hoang-Vuong,
Frankie Kauer, Daphne Quah, Waylon Ma,
Mei Mac, Michael Truong (various roles)
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David Tse Ka-Shing
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25.2.2011 (Fri)

If you would like to meet Director David Tse, Music
Composer Ruth Chan and Short Fiimmaker Shan
Ng, please remain in the auditorium after the

performance.
Conducted in English

Find out more about Festival PLUS in the Festival PLUS Booklet

or at www.hk.artsfestivalplus.org
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By David Tse Ka-Shing

In 2008, Chinatown Arts Space (CAS) in
London commissioned four British East
Asian composer-musicians to create a
new contemporary score for a classic
silent film from China, Song of the Fishermen
(1934). The success of this project — it sold
out at the Royal Opera House (Linbury
Theatre) with a subsequent showcase
in Manchester — inspired our follow-up
project in 2009, Piccadilly Revisited.

| chose the silent British film Piccadilly (1929)
to explore the hidden life of Hollywood’s first
Chinese-American film star, Anna May Wong.
A work-in-progress of the music and voice-
over accompanied the film outside the Royal
Festival Hall as part of the Thames Festival in
September 2009. The full production, which
added dance, video and theatre, premiered
at the Linbury Theatre in March 2010, again
selling out. The Times reviewer wrote:

“The score is a shimmering, evocative and
jazzy East-West brew”

For the Hong Kong Arts Festival performances,
we've brought together co-composer Ruth
Chan from the UK with some of Hong Kong’s
brightest musicians and singers, to recreate
the live music. Dance and theatre have been
cut; Jeehyun Kwon has edited the original film
and new short films together; and | have re-
worked the voice-over narrative, so that the
production is more cohesive.

At the heart of CAS’s work has been the spirit
of collaboration. For the UK premiere, two
artists from each artform were involved, so that
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O00O00O00O0O00O00O00 collaborators would have another specialist to
0000000000000 O bounce ideas off. Ruth Chan collaborated with
0000000000000 gg  co-composer Suki Mok; short filmmakers Shan
0000000o0o0oOooOooo Ng and O Zhang collaborated between London

and New York; Sin-man Yue collaborated with

Doooooobooiod  fellow choreographer Nguyen Ngoc Anh; Alice
Do0o0oooonooidol  Leeand | wrote the text.
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OoDoooDooooooog The starting point was the classic film
0000000 0o0o0noas2n Piccadilly. Our modern intervention would
O000000O0ooOooOoOooono  enable audiences to rediscover Anna May
oooooooooooooo  Wong's artistry, give voice to her silent screen
OoooOoooooooon  persona and help liberate her spirit, trapped
Oooooooooooun for82years inside the Orientalist old film. As
Oooooooooooooo | outlined the concept to the creative team, |
oooooooooooooo referred to the films The French Lieutenant’s
0000000 OOo0oOooOon Woman, which explored the public and private
oooo lives of actors, and Pleasantville, which
showed a repressive black and white world

oboboobbo0— 0000  discovering passion and bursting into colour.
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ooooooooooooooo Anna May Wong's legacy as a screen icon

oooooooooooooon for Chinese diasporas around the world, and

oooooooooooooon  Asian American / British East Asian artists in

00OoO000O0O0O0O0ooOoon Parcular, also raises important questions

Oo00o0O0O00O00O00oOon about diversity and integration in the West.

oooooooooooo This intelligent, talented, progressive woman
was very much ahead of her time. Whether
21st century America or Britain can catch up,
remains to be seen.
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Anna May Wong was born in 1905 in Los
Angeles. Her parents were second-generation
Chinese Americans and ran a laundry in the
Chinatown area.

At the age of 17, she played her first leading
role in The Toll of the Sea (1922). In 1924,
she played opposite Douglas Fairbanks in The
Thief of Bagdad, and the international success
of this film made her the first Chinese American
movie star.

In 1928, Wong escaped the racist typecasting
of Hollywood by moving to Europe, making
her debut on the London stage with Laurence
Olivier in The Circle of Chalk (1929). She was
castin E ADupont’s silent film Piccadilly (1929),
which caused a sensation in the UK. Piccadilly
presented Wong in one of her most sensual
roles, but she was not permitted to kiss her
Caucasian lover; a controversial kissing scene
was cut before the film was released. Wong
subsequently refused to attend the premiere.

She continued working in America and Europe
on stage, screen and television, starring in
the Oscar-winning classic Shanghai Express
(1932) with Marlene Dietrich, with whom she
was romantically linked.

Wong was a fashion icon for over a decade.
The Mayfair Mannequin Society of New York
voted her “The World’s best-dressed woman”,
and Look Magazine named her “The World’s
most beautiful Chinese girl”.

Her pioneering effort to broaden the diversity
of western film and television was heroic,
fighting against racist stereotyping all her life.
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She portrayed an elegance and sophistication
on-screen that made her the paradigm for East
Asian women in later generations, and has left
a legacy of more than 50 films that no Asian
American actress has yet to equal.

The toll of celebrity on Wong’s personal life
manifested itself in depression, as well as in
excessive smoking and drinking. She died
aged 56 of a massive heart attack in 1961 in
Santa Monica, after a long struggle against
Laennec’s cirrhosis, a disease of the liver.

Notes compiled by Uma Jackson, who was Assistant
Director on Piccadilly Revisited in London.
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Established in 2005, Chinatown Arts Space
(CAS) was initiated as the result of the joint
endeavours of a group of British East Asian
artists who wanted to develop East Asian
performing and visual arts in London and
stakeholders in London’s Chinatown who
wanted to add to the cultural and artistic
profile of the area.

Piccadilly Revisited is CAS’s most recent
commission. It was developed as a multi-art
form performance and premiered at London’s
Royal Opera House Linbury Theatre, it was
also shown as an outdoor film and live music
event at the 2009 Thames Festival. CAS’s
previous work includes The Circle (2007),
which featured East Asian performing artists
from both traditional and contemporary
backgrounds in the areas of theatre, dance
and music. The Five Circles Arts Festival
(2008/09) featured five strands, including
a China / UK rap music exchange; the
performance of a new score to the classic
Chinese silent film Song of the Fishermen at
the Linbury Theatre, Royal Opera House; and
a China / UK contemporary dance exchange
at Lilian Baylis Studio, Sadler’s Wells Theatre.
The Five Circles Arts Festival also saw the
commissioning and unveiling of two new
pieces of public art in Chinatown — 71888:
Rice Bowl mural in Horse & Dolphin Yard
and The Lion sculpture on Wardour Street.
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Ruth Chan Co-composer/Sound Designer
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Ruth Chan trained as a classical pianist from an early age, which led
her to study music and composition at Oxford University and Royal College of Music.
She has composed for many films and documentaries as well as for theatre and concert
commissions. Her soundtracks can be heard on the award winning film Variable and the
documentary Attack on the Pentagon.
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Suki Mok Co-composer/Sound Designer
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Suki Mok has had his music compositions played at the Barbican, Sadlers’ L
Wells, Royal Opera House (Linbury Studio), Trafalgar Square and Soho Theatre, among
others. He has also performed live extensively across London in various bands and with
many musicians.
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Jeehyun Kwon Piccadilly Revisited Editor
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Jeehyun Kwon studied fine art at Seoul Ewha Women’s University, the
Hungarian Academy of Fine Arts and at Goldsmiths, University of London. In the last two
years she has focused on film-making, with an impressive roster of arts documentaries
under her belt. Recently she has worked as a film editor.
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Shan Ng UK Short Filmmaker
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Shan Ng has had films screened in significant venues worldwide including National Film
Theatre (UK), Curzon Soho Cinema, Emergeandsee tour show in Kino Internationale Berlin
and Trafo Kortars Muveszetek Haza Budapest. Past productions include Merry-Go-Round
(Film) and The Pilgrimage of the Heart (Theatre).
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O Zhang US Short Filmmaker
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O Zhang is a graduate of the Royal College of Art in London and the Central Academy of
Art in Beijing. She was the recipient of the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center Artist
Fellowship (New York) and winner of the RCA Photography Graduate Award (London). O
Zhang has had more than 80 exhibitions and screenings worldwide, including a solo show
at the Queens Museum of Art in New York.

oooooo 0oooooo
Calita Leong Rainford| Voice of Anna May Wong
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Calita Leong Rainford’s recent film work includes Iron Cross and Beacon77. Other film
and television credits include Return to House on Haunted Hill, Dream Team and Auf
Wiedersehen, Pet. Her stage appearances include Kitty Wu in Moon Palace, Comrade Chin
in M. Butterfly, Maria in Tranquil, Karen in Boy’s Life and Siobhan in Friday Night Drinks.
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Alice Lee, an actress and writer, was inspired by the courage and determination of Anna May
Wong when she wrote and performed her one woman play, Dragon Lady: Being Anna May
Wong, at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2007. She feels enormously privileged to be part
of the creative team of Piccadilly Revisited and hopes that through the project many more
people will be touched and inspired by the first Chinese-American Hollywood film star.
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Director and Co-writer

David Tse Ka-Shing is an actor, writer, director and filmmaker. He is a Fellow of Rose Bruford
College and was Atrtistic Director of Yellow Earth Theatre for 13 years, where he performed,
wrote and directed a number of acclaimed plays. He has contributed to the development
of the British East Asian (BEA) theatre sector, and as Creative Director of Chinatown Arts
Space, is now working for the development of other BEA art forms.
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Short Film Credits

UK Short Films US Short Films

Writer & Director: Shan Ng
Production Designer: Edward Lidster
Director of Photography: Kathinka Minthe

Cast

Anna May Wong: Calita Leong Rainford
Anna May Wong (child): Kaneda Hoang-
Vuong

Lover: Tom Sawyer

Father: Kwong Chan

Tap Dancer: Robyn Howe

Crew

Costume Designer: Jenny Ng Matthews
Sound Design and Mix: Raoul Brand

Key Hair & Makeup Artist: Natasha Huang
Makeup Artist: Christiana Howell

Gaffer& Additional Photography: Steve
Giles

Gaffer: Jogo Cerqueira

Additional Photography: Armando
Avallone

Camera Assistant: Ewan Mulligan
1st Assistant Director: Marius Smuts
Production Manager: Filippo
Gasparini

Casting Director: Uma Jackson
Assistant Art Director: Philip Lidster
Visual Effect Artist & Online Editor:
Lee Watson

Director of Movement: Thalia
Charalambous

Director's Assistant: Jeehyun Kwon
Stills Photographer: Suki Mok
Runner: Jeremy Hunt

Last Photo Credit: Anthony B. Chan,
Perpetually Cool: The Many Lives of
Anna May Wong, 1905-1961

Writer & Director: O Zhang
Producer: Jonathan Hsu
Director of Photography: Jack Lam

Cast

Anna May Wong: Chantal Thuy

Anna May Wong's Lover: Klemen Novak
Shadow Monster: Michele Hirsig
Laughing Mask #1: Klemen Novak
Laughing Mask #2: Michele Hirsig
Laughing Mask #3: Christine Hung
Makeup Girl #1: Michele Hirsig

Makeup Girl #2: Emmeline Wilks-Dupoise

Crew

Production Manager: Jonathan Hsu
1st Assistant Director: Xiao Li Tan
1st Assistant Camera: Tinx Chan
Gaffer: Jordan T Parrott

Girip: Alfonso Ponton

Swing: Justin Coco

Swing: Alex Keipper

Art Director: O Zhang

Additional Prop Designer: Peter
Garfield

Assistant Art Director: Emmeline
Wilks-Dupoise

Props Person: Jeremy Hersch
Props Person: Peter Garfield
Casting Director: Shan Ng
Location Scouts: Peter Garfield &
Darcy Schiitt

Producer Assistant: Michelle Hirsig
Makeup Artist: Angelique Velez
Hair Stylist: Jillian Moschitto

Set Photography: Cynthia Chung &
Samantha Chan

Editor: Xiao Li Tan

Colourist: Lee Eaton

Special Thanks to: Bennet Media
Studios NYC, Tina Chen, Rachel Black
A HsuBox Production





